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THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  FOR 

THE  BLIND 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE  TO  THE  BLIND  AND 
PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

This  brochure  is  intended  for  the  use  of  all  who  are  concerned  with  the 
welfare  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  people  of  all  ages  and  all  population 
groups.  We  believe  that  we  have  covered  all  such  services,  including  the  im- 
portant field  of  prevention  of  blindness,  but  work  for  the  blind  and  partially 
sighted  is  never  static,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  after  the  publication  of  this 
brochure  new  services  may  be  introduced,  others  amended  and,  of  course, 
names  and  addresses  of  organisations  may  undergo  alteration.  It  is  therefore 
intended  to  revise  this  brochure  periodically  and  take  the  required  steps  to 
bring  new  circumstances  into  line  with  the  general  concept. 

We  trust  that  the  brochure  will  fill  a need  and  make  the  services  now 
available  better  known  and  more  readily  available  to  those  who  need  such 
services. 

SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

The  following  services,  which  may  or  may  not  be  influenced  by  registra- 
tion, are  available  to  the  blind  and  partially  sighted: - 

1 ASSISTANCE  OFFERED  BY  THE  STATE 

(a)  Free  Postage 

The  General  Post  Office  offers  a free  postal  service  for  articles  clearly 
marked  “Literature  for  the  Blind”.  In  the  case  of  sound  recordings, 
free  postage  is  ONLY  permissible  when  the  sound  recordings  are  sent 
from  a registered  blind  welfare  institution  or  returned  to  such  an  institution. 

Tapes  sent  between  individuals  are  not  exempted  from  postal  charges. 
Braille  literature  is  exempted  from  postal  charges  whether  it  be  sent 
from  or  to  a registered  blind  welfare  institution  or  between  individuals 
provided  it  is  labelled  clearly  as  above.  Braille  literature  destined  for  over- 
seas can  be  sent  free  of  charge  by  surface  mail  only. 

(b)  Pensions 

A person  who  is  registered  as  a “Blind  Person”  in  terms  of  the  Act 
can  apply  for  a “Blind  Pension”,  which  is  subject  to  a means  test 
which  is  reviewed  from  time  to  time. 

Assistance  can  be  obtained  in  this  respect  from  blind  welfare 
organisations,  where  available. 

When  a blind  person  is  in  receipt  of  a blind  person’s  pension  and 
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thereafter  » Stains  gainful  employment,  the  relevant  department  should  be 
advised,  ’ ereupon  such  pension  will  be  reviewed  by  such  department  in 
terms  of  t\e  means  test  applicable  at  the  time. 

N.B.  For  the  purpose  of  records,  it  is  desirable  that  where  a blind 
person  is  granted  an  Old  Age  Pension,  such  person  should  inform  the 
South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  to  afford  the  latter  the 
opportunity  of  maintaining  adequate  records. 

(c)  Social  Relief 

While  application  for  a Blind  Pension  is  pending,  social  relief  may  be 
obtained  from  the  relevant  Government  Departments.  Free  medical  ser- 
vices, which  are  also  subject  to  a means  test,  may  be  obtained  through 
District  Surgeons  or  a Provincial  Hospital  or,  in  the  case  of  South  West 
Africa,  from  the  Health  Department  of  the  S.W.A.  Administration. 

(d)  Subsidy  for  the  Aged 

Homes  for  the  Aged  registered  with  the  Department  of  Social  Welfare 
and  Pensions,  are  entitled  to  a special  subsidy  in  respect  of  every 
“blind  person”  in  their  care. 

This  subsidy  is  not  available  to  aged  blind  persons  living  outside 
a home  for  the  aged.  In  the  latter  case  application  can  be  made  for  an 
Attendant’s  Grant,  provided  such  a person  is  incapable  of  caring  for  him- 
self or  herself  and  requires  a regular  attendant. 

(e)  Unemployment  Insurance 

The  Department  of  Labour  makes  provision  for  Unemployment  Insurance 
or  such  benefits  to  persons  who  have  made  the  required  contributions 
to  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Fund.  The  Department  will  also  assist 
with  the  placement  of  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  worker  in  suitable 
employment  once  the  rehabilitation  process  has  been  completed. 

Unemployment  Insurance  benefits, however,  do  not  apply  in  South 
West  Africa  or  to  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  employed  in  sheltered 
workshops  and  who  may  leave  such  workshops. 

In  the  case  of  Blacks,  unemployment  insurance  is  paid  by  the  local 
Bantu  Affairs  Commissioner. 

(f)  Financial  Aid  from  the  State 

Schools  and  workshops  for  the  blind  are  subsidised  by  various  State  Depart- 
ments in  respect  of  certain  services  but  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to 
endeavour  to  detail  these  as  they  vary  from  time  to  time  in  terms  of 
legislation. 

(g)  Income  Tax  Relief 

Income  tax  relief  is  granted  to  registered  blind  persons  varying  from  time 
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to  time  in  terms  of  legislation  and  as  the  details  hereof  are  not  necessarily 
applicable  at  all  times  and  for  all  population  groups,  it  is  recommended 
that  enquiries  in  regard  to  such  matters  be  made  to  the  Department  of 
Inland  Revenue  or,  in  the  case  of  Blacks,  to  the  local  Bantu  Affairs 
Commissioner. 

2.  FREE  PUBLIC  TRANSPORT 

Limited  concessions  exist  in  respect  of  free  Public  Transport  in  certain 
areas.  However,  individuals  should  ascertain  from  their  local  authority  whether 
free  Municipal  Transport  is  locally  available  and  the  conditions  applying 
thereto. 

3.  HOLIDAY  RESORTS  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY 
SIGHTED 

(a)  Whites 

i . Hillcoombe  Holiday  Resort  — East  London 

This  holiday  resort  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  is  the  only 
one  of  its  kind  for  Whites  in  the  Republic.  It  is  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nahoon  River  and  is  administered  by  the  East  London 
Society  for  the  Civilian  Blind. 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  can  spend  one  month’s  free 
holiday  per  annum  at  this  resort  except  over  Christmas,  New  Year 
and  Easter,  when  two  weeks  is  allowed  over  these  busy  periods. 
Escorts  and  sighted  members  of  the  family  are  required  to  pay  a 
nominal  fee.  Free  public  transport  between  the  city  and  Hillcoombe 
is  provided  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted. 

ii.  Kransplaas  — Strand 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester,  offers  former  pupils  of  the 
school  holiday  accommodation  in  two  flats  at  their  holiday  complex, 
Kransplaas,  the  Strand.  Information  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  Principal. 

(b)  Non-Whites 

i . Strandfontein  Holiday  Resort  — Cape 

This  holiday  resort  for  blind  and  partially  sighted  Non -Whites  from 
anywhere  in  the  Republic  and  South  West  Africa,  has  been  es- 
tablished by  the  League  of  Friends  of  the  Blind,  Athlone  C.P. 
and  is  situated  on  the  False  Bay  coast. 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  can  spend  up  to  three  weeks 
holiday  per  annum  free  of  charge  at  this  resort  or  up  to  six 
week-ends.  Circumstances  will  be  taken  into  consideration  in  order 
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to  determine  whether  escorts  and  sighted  members  of  the  family  will 
be  required  to  pay  a nominal  fee. 

Free  transport  will  be  provided  between  Cape  Town  station 
and  Strandfontein  for  guests  coming  by  train. 

Applications  should  be  directed  to  the  General  Secretary. 


4.  HOSTELS  AND  HOMES  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY 
SIGHTED 

(a)  CAPE  PROVINCE 

i.  Hostel  for  the  Blind  — Grassy  Park,  Cape 

The  hostel  provides  accommodation  for  single  Coloured  women  only, 
and  is  administered  by  the  League  of  Friends  of  the  Blind,  Athlone, 
C.P. 

A proposed  new  hostel  for  men  will  provide  accommodation 
for  single  men. 

ii.  Helen  Keller  Hostel  — Pinelands,  Cape 

This  hostel  is  conducted  by  the  Cape  Town  Civilian  Blind  Society 
and  makes  provision  for  single  White  women. 

iii.  Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

Hostels,  houses  and  flats  provide  adequate  accommodation  facilities 
for  White  single  persons  and  families. 

A new  home  for  the  aged  blind  will  include  a sickbay  and  a 
special  section  for  the  chronically  ill. 

(b)  NATAL 

i.  Clifford  Voysey  Hostel  — Durban 

This  hostel  is  conducted  by  the  Natal  European  and  Coloured  Civilian 
Blind  Association  and  makes  provision  for  Coloured  blind  and  par- 
tially sighted  men  and  women. 

ii.  John  Edward  Palhier  Memorial  Home  — Durban 

This  hostel  is  conducted  by  the  Natal  European  and  Coloured 
Civilian  Blind  Association  and  is  for  Whites  only. 

iii.  Natal  Bantu  Blind  Society  — Durban 

This  Society  provides  hostel  accommodation  for  blind  and  partially 
sighted  Black  men  and  women  employed  in  the  Society’s  workshops. 
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(c)  TRANSVAAL 


i.  Colin  Anderson  House  — Johannesburg 

This  hostel  is  conducted  by  the  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind, 
Johannesburg,  and  accommodates  single  White  men  and  women. 

ii.  Lions  International  Haven  for  Elderly  Blind  — Johannesburg 
This  home  is  conducted  by  the  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind, 
Johannesburg,  and  caters  for  White  couples  where  one  or  both 
spouses  are  blind  or  partially  sighted  and  for  single  blind  and 
partially  sighted  White  persons,  in  flats. 

iii.  Transvaal  Bantu  Blind  Society  — Ga-Rankuwa 

This  Society  provides  hostels  for  blind  and  partially  sighted  Black 
men  and  women  employed  in  the  workshops  of  the  Society. 

5.  LIBRARY  SERVICES 

Library  services  are  available  to  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  including 
literature  in  braille,  moon,  sound  recordings  and  large  print  and  are  offered 
by  various  agencies. 

A.  BRAILLE 

Books  and  periodicals  may  be  obtained  on  loan,  free  of  » barge,  from 
the  following: 

The  S.  A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

(a)  Books  for  Recreational  Reading 

These  can  be  obtained  from  the  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind, 
Grahamstown,  in  English,  Afrikaans  and  Bantu  languages. 

(b)  Periodicals 

Periodicals  imported  from  overseas  and  those  produced  locally  may 
be  obtained  — 

i.  In  English  and  Afrikaans 
From: 

The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

ii.  In  Bantu  Languages 
From: 

The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

Newsletters  are  produced  by  the  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation 
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and  the  Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind,  mainly  for  the  informa- 
tion of  their  members. 

(c)  Student  Material 

Student  material  may  be  borrowed  from: 

The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahams  town 
The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
and  may  be  purchased  at  a nominal  fee  from: 

Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 
The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
Student  material  not  readily  available  in  South  Africa,  may  be 
borrowed  for  a student  from  overseas  by: 

The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 

B.  LARGE  ]*RINT 

Literature  in  large  print  can  now  be  obtained  from  many  public  libraries 
in  the  Republic  and  South  West  Africa. 

The  Bible  in  large  print  is  obtainable  from  the  Bible  Society  of  South 
Africa  at: 

P.O.  Box  215,  Cape  Town,  8000  — Tel.  2-2554 
501,  Smith  Street,  Durban,  4001  — Tel.  2-0484 
219,  Bree  Street,  Johannesburg,  2001  — Tel.  23-6349 

C.  MOON 

Books  and  magazines  in  English  in  this  form  of  embossed  print  may 
be  obtained  from  the  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown,  ONLY. 

D.  SOUND  RECORDINGS 

Sound  recordings  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  in  South  Africa  and 
South  West  Africa  are  available  in  two  forms,  namely: 

(a)  For  the  Reel-to-Reel  Tape  Recorder 

These  recordings  are  available  on  reels.  Lending  library  facilities, 
including  books  and  periodicals  are  offered  by  the  Tape  Department 
of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester,  and  Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind, 
Durban.  The  latter  Association  provides  free  Life  Loan  Recorder/ 
Play-Back  machines  to  those  unable  to  purchase  them  from  their 
own  resources. 

The  service  is  free  of  charge. 

Although  tape  recordings  of  books  and  periodicals  are  still 
available  for  reel -to -reel  tape  recorders  at  the  time  of  the  compilation 
of  this  brochure,  it  is  planned  in  the  light  of  current  developments, 
to  maintain  tape  recording  libraries  in  the  cassette  form  only. 

The  reel -to -reel  recordings  will  gradually  disappear  and  be 
replaced  by  cassettes.  Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind,  Durban,  opened 
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their  full  compact  cassette  Library  on  1 July  1974. 

(b)  C and  S Talking  Books 

A simplified  talking  book,  using  long-playing  cassettes,  has  been 
developed  by  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  especially 
for  blind  people.  The  South  African  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahams  - 
town,  provides  free  library  services  in  this  medium  in  both  official 
languages.  The  special  reproducers  are  supplied  by  the  Library  on 
loan  or  for  sale  as  required. 

E.  FACILITIES  FOR  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 
STUDENTS 

In  order  to  accommodate  blind  and  partially  sighted  students  as  far  as 
possible,  study  material  may  be  obtained  in  braille,  sound  recordings 
and  in  large  print,  produced  locally  or  may  be  borrowed  from  overseas 
for  limited  periods  through  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  following: 
The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 
Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind,  Durban 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 
The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

Prinshof  School  for  the  Partially  Sighted  and  Preparatory  School  for 
the  Blind,  Pretoria. 

The  South  African  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown,  also  en- 
deavours, with  the  co-operation  of  producers,  to  keep  a National  Union 
Catalogue  so  that  students  can  ascertain  what  material  is  available  and 
where  it  is  obtainable. 

F.  FACILITIES  FOR  INDIVIDUALS 

Reading  matter  in  braille  may  be  produced  for  the  blind  and  partially 
sighted  individuals  by: 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

(for  organisations  and  university  or  college  students  only) 

Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 
(for  individuals  generally) 

If  required  on  tape  recordings,  such  matter  may  be  obtained  from: 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind,  Durban 

6.  MOBILITY  TRAINING 

Intensive  mobility  training  is  offered  by  the  S.A.  Guide -Dogs  Association 
for  the  Blind,  Johannesburg,  and  by  a number  of  schools  and  societies  for  the 
blind.  This  training  is  twofold,  namely: 

(a)  Training  for  a Guide  Dog 

During  the  training  period  of  approximately  one  month  at  the  S.A. 
Guide -Dogs  Association  for  the  Blind,  the  trainee  lives  in  at  the  Centre 
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and  on  completion  receives  a guide  dog  free  of  charge. 

The  following  concessions  are  available  to  guide  dog  owners: 

i.  Guide  dog  owners  throughout  the  country  are  exempted  from  paying 
dog  tax. 

ii.  Guide  dog  owners  in  the  Republic,  on  the  production  of  a cer- 
tificate from  the  S.A.  Guide -Dogs  Association  for  the  Blind  are 
entitled  to  a rebate  on  income  tax  subject  to  an  income  tax  level 
prescribed  by  the  Treasury.  In  South  West  Africa  no  such  provision 
exists  as  yet. 

iii.  Free  travel  facilities  for  guide  dogs  are  available  on  South  African 
Railways  and  South  African  Airways  on  application  to  the  S.A. 
Guide -Dogs  Association  for  the  Blind,  but  in  respect  of  municipal 
transport,  the  local  authority  must  authorise  this  concession. 

(b)  Training  in  the  use  of  the  Long  Cane  Technique  (also  known  as 

Orientation  and  Mobility) 

i.  The  S.A.  Guide -Dogs  Association  for  the  Blind,  Johannesburg,  also 
offers  training  in  the  use  of  the  long  cane. 

Primarily  the  Association  envisages  training  sighted  instructors 
of  all  population  groups  who,  when  fully  qualified,  will  train  blind 
and  partially  sighted  people  in  this  technique  in  areas  where  such 
qualified  instructors  have  been  appointed.  The  services  are  rendered 
free  of  charge. 

ii.  At  the  Enid  Whitaker  Rehabilitation  Centre,  Johannesburg,  mobility 
instruction  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  rehabilitation  course. 

iii.  The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester,  offers  training  in  the  long 
cane  technique  to  its  pupils  and  may  extend  its  service  to  other 
blind  and  partially  sighted  people  in  the  Worcester  area. 

iv.  The  New  Horizon  School  for  the  Blind,  Pietermaritzburg,  and  the 
Natal  Indian  Blind  and  Deaf  Society,  Durban,  offer  training  in  the 
long  cane  technique. 

v.  The  Coloured  and  Indian  Blind  Welfare  Association,  Coronation - 
ville,  Johannesburg,  offers  training  in  the  long  cane  technique  to 
Coloured  and  Indian  persons  of  the  Witwatersrand  complex. 

vi.  The  John  Ellerman  Memorial  Trust  is  operated  by  St.  Dunstan’s 
(South  Africa)  and  undertakes  training  in  the  long  cane  technique 
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in  the  Cape  Peninsula  for  all  population  groups.  This  training  is 
given  free  of  charge. 

PLACEMENT  IN  EMPLOYMENT 

A.  OPEN  LABOUR  MARKET 

The  placement  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  employment  in  the 
open  labour  market  is  regarded  as  a specialised  undertaking.  Although 
most  welfare  organisations  for  the  blind  endeavour  to  assist  in  this  respect, 
only  two  organisations  have  adopted  this  as  a special  project,  namely: 

(a)  The  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation,  which,  through  its  various 
branches,  operates  on  a national  basis,  on  behalf  of  Whites  only,  and 

(b)  The  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind,  which  also  operates  on  a 
national  basis,  but  on  behalf  of  all  population  groups.  Employment 
Officers  are  stationed  in  Pretoria  and  Cape  Town,  operating  in  the 
Transvaal,  Orange  Free  State,  Natal  and  in  the  Cape  Province 
respectively. 

(c)  The  Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind  operates  in  the  Cape  Peninsula 
on  behalf  of  all  population  groups. 

(d)  The  Department  of  Labour  also  undertakes  this  form  of  placement 
service. 

(e)  Counselling  services  for  future  employment  are  given  to  school 
leavers  at  all  schools  for  all  population  groups  and  some  schools 
help  to  find  employment  for  their  candidates. 

Applicants  for  the  open  labour  market  should  obtain  the  prescribed 
form  from  any  of  the  above  agencies  and  return  the  completed  form 
without  delay. 

B.  SHELTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  who,  for  some  reason  or  other  do  not 
wish  to  enter  or  who  are  not  suitable  for  the  open  labour  market,  can 
obtain  employment  in  one  of  the  following  sheltered  workshops  for  the 


blind: 

(a)  CAPE  TOWN 

Cape  Town  Civilian  Blind  Society 
(Whites  and  Coloureds) 

(b)  DURBAN 

Natal  Indian  Blind  and  Deaf  So- 
ciety (Indians) 
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(c)  DURBAN 

(d)  GA-RANKUWA 

(e)  JOHANNESBURG 

(f)  JOHANNESBURG 

(g)  KIMBERLEY 

(h)  KING  WILLIAM’S  TOWN 

(i)  PORT  ELIZABETH 

(j)  PRETORIA 

(k)  UMLAZI 

(l)  UMTATA 

(m)  WORCESTER 


Natal  European  and  Coloured  Ci- 
vilian Blind  Association  (Whites 
and  Coloureds) 

Transvaal  Bantu  Blind  Society 
(Blacks) 

Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind,  Jo- 
hannesburg (Whites) 

Coloured  and  Indian  Blind  Wel- 
fare Association  (Coloureds  and 
Indians) 

Kimberley  and  Northern  Cape  Ci- 
vilian Blind  Society  (Coloureds  and 
Blacks) 

Themb’elihle  Training  Centre  for 
the  Blind  — Private  Bag  424,  Fort 
Murray,  King  William’s  Town 
(Black  females) 

Port  Elizabeth  Society  for  the  Blind 
(Civilian)  — (Whites,  Coloureds, 
Blacks) 

Pretoria  Society  to  Help  Civilian 
Blind  (Whites) 

Natal  Bantu  Blind  Society  (Blacks) 

Efata  Welfare  Organisation 
(Blacks) 

Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind 
(Whites) 


STATE  SHELTERED  WORKSHOPS 

The  Department  of  Bantu  Administration  and  Development,  through  the 
various  Homeland  Governments,  conducts  sheltered  workshops  for  dis- 
abled Blacks  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  to  which  blind  and  par- 
tially sighted  persons  are  also  admitted. 

Any  information  regarding  employment  in  the  open  labour  market  or 


sheltered  workshops  may  be  obtained  from  the  S.A.  National  Council  for  the 
Blind  or  any  of  the  above  Societies. 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  CONSERVATION  OF 
SIGHT 

Prevention  of  blindness  is  the  concern  of  all  organisations  affiliated  to  the 
S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind.  Assistance  or  advice  may  be  obtained  from 
the  societies  and  schools  listed  after  paragraph  23  of  this  brochure. 

The  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind  administers  the  Bureau  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness.  The  Bureau  provides  professional  Ophthalmol ogical 
services  and  undertakes  tours  into  the  country  areas,  serving  all  population 
groups. 

The  Bureau  works  in  close  co-operation  with  various  Tissue  Banks  in  the 
Republic. 

A.  DONATION  OF  CORNEAS 

Two  forms  are  completed  by  the  donor  who  advises  his/her  home  phy- 
sician of  the  eye  donation.  The  one  form  is  retained  by  the  next-of-kin 
of  the  donor  and  the  second  form  is  returned  to  the  S.A.  National 
Council  for  the  Blind  where  all  particulars  are  recorded  in  the  Bureau 
register  after  which,  the  form  is  forwarded  to  the  Tissue  Bank  nearest 
the  donor,  for  its  records. 

B.  TISSUE  BANKS 

(a)  The  S.A.  Institute  for  Medical  Research 
Tissue  Bank 
P.O.  Box  1038 
JOHANNESBURG  2000 

(b)  Cape  Eye  Bank  Foundation 
8th  Floor  I.B.M.  Centre 
Wale  Street 
CAPE  TOWN  8001 

(c)  Willem  Johannes  Goosen  Trust 
P.O.  Box  1567 
PORT  ELIZABETH  6000 

(d)  University  of  the  Witwatersrand 
Department  of  Ophthalmology 
Medical  School 
Hospital  Street 
JOHANNESBURG  2001 


Tel.  724-1781 


Tel.  33-1201 


Tel.  724-1561  Ext.  244 
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(e)  University  of  Cape  Town 

Department  of  Ophthalmology 

Groote  Schuur  Hospital 

OBSERVATORY  7925  Tel.  55-1111 

C.  VISUAL  AIDS 

Visual  aids  including  spectacles  may  be  obtained  for  indigent  persons 
of  all  population  groups  through  the  Bureau  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  from  the  Department  of  Health,  free  of  charge. 

In  the  case  of  South  West  Africa,  the  provision  of  visual  aids  is 
governed  by  a means  test  in  terms  of  enabling  legislation  under  the 
Department  of  Health  of  the  S.W.A.  Administration,  and  covers  all 
population  groups,  both  adults  and  children. 

The  Department  of  Health  accepts  responsibility  for  the  provision  of 
essential  medical  aids  (including  optical  aids)  to  indigent  adults  of  all  race 
groups  and  Coloured,  Indian  and  Black  scholars. 

The  Departments  of  Medical  Services  of  Provincial  Administrations 
are  responsible  for  White  scholars  attending  provincial  schools. 

Approval  should  be  obtained  before  the  aids  are  purchased,  and 
approval  is  confined  to  aids  required  by  specific  clients.  Luxury  articles 
are  not  provided  unless  this  is  absolutely  iustified. 

D LOW  VISION  AIDS  AND  CLINICS 

Wherever  low  vision  clinics  are  available  every  organisation  should  ensure 
that  before  a trainee  with  residual  vision  is  admitted  to  a school  or 
society  or  to  a rehabilitation  centre,  such  a person  should  be  carefully 
examined  at  a low  vision  clinic  in  order  to  ensure  that  where  possible 
optical  aids  may  be  provided  so  as  to  conserve  the  highest  possible  degree 
of  functional  vision. 

At  the  time  of  compilation  of  this  brochure,  a low  vision  clinic  is 
conducted  by  the  Department  of  Optometry  at  the  College  of  Advanced 
Technical  Education,  Johannesburg. 

E.  LIONS  INTERNATIONAL  SIGHT  CONSERVATION  AND 
RESTORATION  FOUNDATION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA  AND 
SOUTH  WEST  AFRICA 

This  Foundation  was  established  in  1975  and  is  primarily  concerned  with 
obtaining  corneal  material  for  transplant  purposes  and  other  sight  con- 
servation activities. 

All  Lions  Clubs  in  the  Republic  and  South  West  Africa  are  involved 
in  this  work  and  information  may  be  obtained  from  any  Club  of  Lions 
International. 

9.  RADIO  AND  RADIO  LICENCES 

A special  fund  for  the  provision  of  free  radios  to  blind  indigent  persons 
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is  administered  by  the  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind.  Application  for  the 
allocation  of  a free  radio  must  be  made  through  a blind  welfare  organisation. 

Where  no  agency  is  readily  available,  the  Council  will  consider  direct 
applications  from  individuals  supported  by  a recommendation  by  a responsible 
person  e.g.  Clergyman,  Magistrate  or  Social  Welfare  Officer,  etc. 

Registered  “Blind  Persons”  are  entitled  to  a radio  licence  at  a cost  of  25 
cents  per  annum  irrespective  of  where  they  are  resident.  Applications  for  such  a 
licence  must  be  made  to  the  Postmaster  General  through  a blind  welfare  or- 
ganisation. The  annual  renewal  of  this  licence  is  payable  at  any  Post  Office 
in  the  Republic  and  South  West  Africa,  on  production  of  the  previous  year’s 
licence. 

10.  RECREATION 


CLUBS 

Social  clubs  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  exist  at  the  following 
centres: 

(a)  CAPE  PROVINCE 

Athlone:  Ray  of  Light  Club  (Coloureds) 

c/o  Rondebosch  Lions  Club 
P.O.  Box  115 
RONDEBOSCH  - 7700 
Tel:  53-7930  or  74-2453 


Cape  Town: 


Cape  Town: 


Cape  Town: 


Worcester: 


Beacon  Club  (Coloureds) 

c/o  The  Ladies  Hostel  for  the  Blind 

Klip  Road 

GRASSY  PARK  - 7800 
Tel:  77-6392 

Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind  (Whites) 
Meet  in  the  Civic  Centre,  Claremont. 
26  Richmond  Road 
MOWBRAY  - 7700 
Tel:  2-5969 

Lukhanyo  Club  (Blacks) 

26  Richmond  Road 
MOWBRAY  - 7700 
Tel:  2-5969 

Oud  en  Jonkklub  (Whites  — Women) 
c/o  Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind 
P.O.  Box  231 
WORCESTER  - 6850 
Tel:  5745 
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Worcester: 

Uitspanklub  (Whites  — Men) 

c/o  Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind 

P.O.  Box  231 

WORCESTER  - 6850 

Tel:  5745 

(b)  NATAL 


Durban: 

Southern  Light  Social  Club  (Indians) 

241  Goodhope  Centre 

92/96  Queen  Street 

DURBAN  - 4001 

Tel:  31-7418 

(c)  ORANGE  FREE  STATE 


Welkom: 

Goldfields  Social  Club  (Whites) 

P.O.  Box  560 
WELKOM  - 9460 
Tel:  2-4909 

(d)  TRANSVAAL 
Ga-Rankuwa 

Itereleng  Christian  Fellowship  (Blacks) 
P.O.  Box  76 

GA-RANKUWA  0208 

Tel:  31 

Germiston: 

Rainbow  Club  (Whites) 
P.O.  Box  514 
GERMISTON  - 1400 
Tel:  51-2357 

Johannesburg: 

Lenasia  Recreation  Club  (Coloureds, 

Indians) 

Coloured  and  Indian  Blind  Welfare 
Association, 

P.O.  Box  42181 
FORDSBURG  - 2033 
Tel:  27-1565 

Johannesburg: 

Northern  Light  Club  (Whites) 
Moths  Hall 
Noord  Street 

JOHANNESBURG  - 2001 
Tel:  40-2578 
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Johannesburg:  Rosebank  Social  Club  (Whites) 

Union  of  Jewish  Women 
Bolton  Road  and  Sturdee  Avenue 
ROSEBANK  - 2196 
Tel:  26-7162 


Johannesburg: 


St.  Columba’s  Club  (Whites) 
45  Lurgan  Road 
PARKVIEW  - 2193 
Tel.:  26-7162 


Pretoria: 


Pretoria: 


Happiday  Club  (Whites) 

Temple  Minorah 
Bronkhorst  Street 
NEW  MUCKLENEUK  - 0181 
Tel:  78-5098 

Jacaranda  Club  (Whites) 

310  Eastwood  Street 
ARCADIA  - 0083 
Tel:  74-2159 


B.  BOWLS 

Bowls  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  operates  under  the  National 
Association  for  Blind  Bowlers  in  respect  of  Whites  and  under  the  National 
Union  of  Blind  Bowlers  for  Indians;  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  latter 
organisation  to  include  other  population  groups. 

The  following  regions  conduct  bowls  for  the  blind  and  partially 
sighted  and  details  regarding  their  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the 
President,  306  Bretton  Woods,  Killarney,  2193  (Tel:  41-8361)  and,  in 

respect  of  the  National  Union  of  Blind  Bowlers  from  the  Secretary, 
241  Goodhope  Centre,  92/96  Queen  Street,  Durban,  4001  (Tel:  31-7418) 

(a)  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  BLIND  BOWLERS 

REGIONS: 

Northern  Transvaal 
Southern  Transvaal 
Western  Transvaal 

Eastern  Cape 
Western  Cape 
Border 

Griqualand  West 
Boland 

Orange  Free  State  — Bloemfontein 
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Natal 

South  West  Africa 
Rhodesian  Region 

Addresses  of  all  these  regions  can  be  obtained  from  the 
President. 

(b)  NATIONAL  UNION  OF  BLIND  BOWLERS 

REGION: 

Natal 

Address  of  this  region  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary. 

SCHOOLS  (RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES) 

(a)  Athlone  School  for  the  Blind  — Coloureds 

The  playground  of  this  school  is  equipped  with  swings,  jungle 
gym,  etc.  for  the  children.  Swimming  facilities  are  available  as  also 
organised  sessions  for  indoor  games. 

(b)  Bosele  School  for  Bantu  Blind  (Mpudulle) 

Recreational  facilities  existing  at  this  school  include  physical  educa- 
tion, formal  and  informal  extra-mural  sport,  swimming,  choir  singing, 
debating,  music  and  students  participate  in  the  Students’  Christian 
Movement. 

(c)  Efata  School  for  Blind  and  Deaf  Bantu  Children  (Umtata) 
Pupils  take  part  in  debating  evenings,  production  of  plays,  community 
singing  and  the  Transkeian  “Taalfees”. 

(d)  Eluwa  School  for  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf  (Oshakati)  — Blacks 
Recreational  facilities,  both  indoor  and  outdoor,  have  been  provided 
for  the  pupils. 

(e)  New  Horizon  School  for  the  Blind  (Pietermaritzburg)  — Indians 
The  recreational  facilities  provided  for  pupils  include  swimming, 
bowls,  soccer,  netball,  tenniquoit,  volley-ball,  badminton  and  various 
indoor  games  are  played. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  pupils  go  out  on  excursions /hikes, 
belong  to  the  Girl  Guides  and  Scouts  Organisation,  take  part  in 
debates,  speech  contests,  etc.  Music  in  all  forms  is  encouraged  and 
the  school  has  a good  school  choir.  Whenever  possible  pupils  take 
part  in  inter -school  athletics  and  sports. 

(f)  Prinshof  School  for  the  Partially  Sighted  and  Preparatory  School 
for  the  Blind  (Pretoria)  — Whites 

Nothing  is  left  undone  to  bring  pupils  into  contact  with  pupils 


from  other  schools  at  every  possible  opportunity.  Through  the 
activities  of  the  sports,  cultural  and  religious  societies  of  the  school, 
ample  opportunities  are  created  for  pupils  to  mix  on  a social  level 
with  pupils  from  other  schools.  Summarised,  the  extra-mural  activi- 
ties are  as  follows: 

Religious  Activities 

On  Sundays  pupils  are  taken  by  bus  to  various  churches  to 
attend  Sunday  School  or  Divine  Service.  Other  activities  in  which 
they,  par  take  are  the  Afrikaans  Christen -Studentevereniging  and  the 
Kindersendingkrans . 

Cultural  Activities 

Pupils  are  free  to  participate  in  one  or  more  of  the  following: 
Music,  choir  and  solo  singing,  brass  band,  debating  society, 
folk  dancing,  graphic  art,  ceramics  and  chess. 

Sport 

As  far  as  their  physical  condition  allows,  pupils  are  given 
ample  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  following  activities: 

Swimming,  hockey,  netball,  badminton,  tenniquoits,  jukskei 
and  soccer  (adapted). 

(g)  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester  — Whites 

Pupils  at  the  Worcester  School  for  the  Blind  take  part  in  wrest- 
ling, swimming,  roller-skating,  athletics,  canoeing,  gymnastics, 
Volkspele,  hiking  and  camping.  A wide  range  of  cultural  and 
religious  activities  are  offered  by  a number  of  societies  and  clubs 
organised  by  the  pupils  and  staff,  e.g.  the  Students’  Christian 
Association,  Debating  Society,  Music  Appreciation  Group,  the  School 
Choirs,  Chess  Club,  Dramatic  Society  and  English  Literary  Society. 

The  regular  programme  includes  weekends  and  short  vacations 
in  the  holiday  home  of  ther  school  situated  at  the  Strand,  and 
numerous  educational  and  recreational  excursions  are  arranged. 

Some  former  pupils  continue  to  participate  in  such  activities 
with  sighted  club  members  in  their  home  communities  when  they 
leave  school.  This  applies  also  to  cultural  and  social  activities 
such  as  choir  singing,  folk  dancing  and  playing  chess. 

(h)  Siloe  School  for  Blind  Bantu  Children  (Pietersburg) 

The  recreational  facilities  which  exist  at  this  school  include  athletics, 
football  and  indoor  games. 

(i)  Vuleka  School  for  Blind  and  Deaf  Zulu  Children  (Nkandla) 
Indoor  and  outdoor  recreational  facilities  are  provided  for  the 
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pupils. 


D.  SOCIETIES  (RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES) 

(a)  Cape  Town  Civilian  Blind  Society  — all  population  groups 
Part  of  the  work  of  this  Society’s  two  Home  Teachers  is  to  organise 
group  activity.  At  present  four  such  groups,  three  for  Coloured  and 
one  for  Black  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  are  being  conducted 
and  between  them  undertake  contract  packaging  work  which  will 
result  in  payment  for  each  member  participating  in  the  work. 

(b)  East  London  Society  for  the  Civilian  Blind  — Whites 

This  Society  offers  tuition  in  bowls  to  the  blind  and  partially  sighted. 

(c)  Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind  (Cape  Town)  — Whites 
See  under  ‘Clubs’  (Par.  10A). 

(d)  Natal  European  and  Coloured  Civilian  Blind  Association  (Dur- 
ban) 

The  inmates  of  the  two  hostels  of  the  Association  participate  in 
bowls  and  from  time  to  time  entertainment  is  offered  by  certain 
groups. 

(e)  Natal  Indian  Blind  and  Deaf  Society  (Durban) 

This  Society  offers  the  following  recreational  facilities: 

Music 

The  Society  encouraged  the  formation  of  a musical  group  called  the 
Southern  Light  Entertainers  which  plays  both  Eastern  and  Western 
music. 

Bowling 

The  Society  was  also  responsible  for  the  formation  of  a Bowling 
Club  made  up  entirely  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons. 

Indoor  Games 

Many  indoor  games  have  been  organised  by  the  Social  Wor- 
kers for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  employed  in  the  Workshop. 

(f)  Port  Elizabeth  Society  for  the  Blind  (Civilian)  — all  population 
groups 

An  occupational  centre  for  blind  and  partially  sighted  Black  women 
is  operated  by  this  Society.  Here  they  receive  instruction  in  knitting, 
weaving,  mat -making,  etc.  This  has  not  been  developed  to  a com- 
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mercial  standard  and  the  items  are  sold  in  the  Black  Townships 
and  the  money  obtained,  is  used  to  buy  further  supplies  of  wool. 

(g)  Pretoria  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind  — Whites 
See  ‘Happiday  Club’  under  ‘Clubs’  (Par.  10A). 

(h)  S.A.  Blind  Workers'  Organisation  (Johannesburg)  — Whites 

The  various  Branches  of  this  Organisation  conducts  social  functions 
of  various  kinds,  both  for  its  members  and  as  public  entertainment 
in  the  form  of  concerts. 

(i)  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind,  Johannesburg  — Whites 
See  under  ‘Clubs’  (Par.  10A). 

E.  CAR  RALLIES  FOR  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 
NAVIGATORS 

Car  rallies  and  treasure  hunts  by  car  are  arranged  for  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons  who  can  read  braille  fluently  in  the  following  regions: 

(a)  CAPE 

The  Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind: 

The  Secretary 
26  Richmond  Road 
MOWBRAY  - 7700 
Tel:  2-5969 

(b)  NATAL 

Lions  International  in  conjunction  with  the  Natal  Motorcycle  and 
Car  Club : 

109  Hillhead  Road 
BRIGHTON  BEACH  - 4052 
Tel:  6-7181 

(c)  ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

Goldfields  (OFS)  Civilian  Blind  Society: 

P.O.Box  560 
WELKOM  - 9460 
Tel.  2-4909 

(d)  TRANSVAAL 

The  Wilds  Club  of  Lions  International : 

P.O.  Box  10179 
JOHANNESBURG  - 2000 
Tel.  42-1916 
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1 1 .REHABILITATION 

The  rehabilitation  of  the  adult  blind  and  partially  sighted  is  undertaken 

by: 

A.  ENID  WHITAKER  REHABILITATION  CENTRE  (Johannesburg) 
— Whites  only 

This  centre  is  a department  of  the  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind  on 
the  premises  of  the  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind,  Johannesburg,  at  present. 

Accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Colin  Anderson  Hostel  which  is 
conducted  by  the  Society.  Rehabilitees  who  are  able  to  pay  for  boarding, 
are  expected  to  do  so.  Where  persons  are  not  in  a position  to  foot  the 
bill,  the  Council  meets  the  total  cost. 

The  Centre  offers  training  in  braille,  typing  and  telephony.  Mobility 
instruction  and  full  rehabilitation  courses  are  provided. 

A completely  furnished  flat  is  available  for  training  housewives  in 
general  housekeeping. 

B.  Plans  are  now  being  evolved  for  rehabilitation  centres  for  other  population 
groups. 

12  SCHOOLS 

The  following  schools  provide  educational  facilities  for  blind  and  partially 
sighted  scholars,  studying  through  various  media: 

A.  ATHLONE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  (Bellville  South) 
— Coloureds 

Boarding  School,  including  special  classes  for  deaf-blind  and  for  partially 
sighted  scholars. 

B.  BOSELE  SCHOOL  FOR  BANTU  BLIND  (Mpudulle)  - Northern 
Sotho,  Southern  Sotho,  Tswana,  Swazi,  Tsonga,  Venda,  Ndebele 
Boarding  School. 

C.  EFATA  SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND  AND  DEAF  BANTU  CHILDREN 

(Umtata)  — Xhosa 
Boarding  School. 

D.  ELUWA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  THE  DEAF 

(Oshakati,  SWA)  — Ovambo,  Okavango 
Boarding  School. 

E.  NEW  HORIZON  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  (Pietermaritzburg) 
— Indians 

Boarding  School . 
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F.  PRINSHOF  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 
AND  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  (Pretoria) 
— Whites 

Boarding  School.  It  includes  a nursery  section  for  the  blind.  Blind  chil- 
dren are  educated  from  a pre-school  level  up  to  grade  two  or  until  they 
reach  the  age  of  nine,  after  which  they  are  admitted  to  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  Worcester. 

G.  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER  - Whites 
Boarding  School.  Departments  for  the  blind,  the  partially  sighted,  the 
deaf-blind  and  the  multiply  handicapped,  with  preparatory  classes  for 
young  blind  and  partially  sighted  children. 

H SILOE  SCHOOL  FOR  BANTU  BLIND  CHILDREN  (Pieters 
burg)  — Northern  Sotho,  Southern  Sotho,  Venda,  Tsonga 
Boarding  School. 

I VULEKA  L SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND  AND  DEAF  ZULU  CHILDREN 

(Nkandla)  — Zulu 
Boarding  School. 

13.  CRECHE 

A.  JOHANNESBURG  NURSERY  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  - 

Whites 

This  school,  situated  in  Illovo,  Johannesburg,  caters  for  pre-school  blind 
children  preparing  them  for  ultimate  academic  education. 

14.  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  students  are  accepted  by  Universities  and  Col- 
leges in  the  Republic . 

Material  for  study  is  available  through  three  media,  viz.,  Braille,  Sound 
Recordings  and  Larger  Print.  Information  in  regard  to  these  facilities  may  be 
obtained  from  — 

All  Schools  for  the  Blind,  listed  under  paragraph  12  ‘SCHOOLS’ 

Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind  in  Durban  and  Johannesburg 

The  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 

The  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind,  Pretoria  and  Cape  Town 

15.  SOCIAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  who  are  in  need  of  the  services  of  a 
Social  Worker,  are  advised  to  approach  a blind  welfare  organisation.  Most  of 
these  organisations  employ  qualified  social  workers  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  the 
blind  and  partially  sighted. 
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Societies  who  do  not  employ  social  workers  may  enlist  the  aid  of  other 
agencies  employing  social  workers  and  it  must  be  emphasised  that  special 
services  are  also  available  from  the  Regional  Offices  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Welfare  and  Pensions  situated  in  the  various  centres. 

16. AIDS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

A.  SPECIALLY  DESIGNED  AIDS 

A large  variety  of  aids  specially  designed  and  manufactured  for  use  by  the 
blind  are  available  in  the  Republic.  These  aids  vary  from  watches  to 
technical  instruments,  and  are  obtainable  from  the  depots  mentioned  below 
at  50%  discount,  on  condition  that  the  applicant  is  a registered  blind 
person  or  is  able  to  submit  acceptable  evidence  of  a visual  handicap. 

(a)  The  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind,  Central  Depot,  Pretoria 

(b)  Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind,  Johannesburg 

(c)  Cape  Town  Civilian  Blind  Society 

(d)  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

(e)  Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

B.  EQUIPMENT  FOR  PIANO  TUNERS 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  piano  tuners  may  obtain  parts  and  materials 
at  a discount  from  — 

The  Depot  for  Piano  Tuning  Material,  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester. 

C.  TRADE  BUREAU 

The  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation  conducts  a Trade  Bureau  whereby 
members  of  the  Organisation  may  obtain  financial  assistance  enabling 
them  to  purchase  a variety  of  commodities  (not  only  necessarily  designed 
for  the  blind),  on  easy  terms.  Application  should  be  made  to  — 
The  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation,  Johannesburg. 

D.  BRAILLE  BOOKS 

Braille  books  published  overseas,  may  be  obtained  by  a registered  blind 
person  at  a discount  of  50%  through  the  S.A.  National  Council  for  the 
Blind,  Pretoria. 

South  African  publications  are  obtainable*from  — 

The  Braille  Press,  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 
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17. STUDY  BURSARIES 

Study  bursaries  for  blind  and  partially  sighted  students  are  available 
through  channels  normally  open  to  sighted  students  on  merit.  However,  the 
S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind  may  be  consulted  in  respect  of  stu- 
dents wishing  to  enter  for  higher  education  either  in  the  Republic  or  as  in 
the  case  of  physiotherapy  students,  overseas.  Such  applications  must  be 
considered  by  the  Readjustment  Board  but,  it  is  advisable  that  in  the  initial 
instance,  the  application  should  be  made  through  the  S.A.  National  Council 
for  the  Blind. 

The  S.A.  National  Council  for  the  Blind  has  its  own  bursary  funds  for 
students  and  will  consider  applications  for  such  bursaries  from  blind  and  par- 
tially sighted  persons  of  all  population  groups. 

The  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation  has  its  own  bursary  funds  for  blind 
and  partially  sighted  students  and  applications  for  such  bursaries  should  be 
made  to  the  S.A.  Blind  Workers’  Organisation,  Johannesburg. 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester,  administers  a bursary  fund  for  its 
former  pupils.  Applications  should  be  directed  to  the  principal. 

The  K.M.  Pillay  Bursary  Fund  is  available  to  blind  and  partially  sighted 
students  of  all  population  groups  and  applications  for  assistance  should  be  made 
to  the  Secretary,  Division  for  Indian  Blind,  Durban. 

In  respect  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  Indians,  bursaries  are  available 
from  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  applications  should  be  lodged  with 
the  Natal  Indian  Blind  and  Deaf  Society,  Durban. 

In  respect  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  Coloureds,  bursaries  are  available 
from  the  Administration  of  Coloured  Affairs  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Division  for  Coloured  Blind,  Cape  Town. 

18. TRANSCRIPTION  SERVICES 

Individuals  requiring  transcriptions  of  printed  material  into  braille  or  onto 
tape  can  obtain  the  required  services  from  the  following  agencies: 

A.  BRAILLE 

(a)  Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

(b)  The  Braille  Printing  Press,  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester.  (If  the 
demand  is  justified  — Mainly  for  organisations  and  for  university 
and  college  students) 

B.  TAPE  RECORDINGS 

Individuals  requiring  material  to  be  recorded  on  tape  may  apply  to: 

(a)  Tape-Aids  for  the  Blind,  Durban 

(b ) T ape  - Aids  for  the  Blind , Johannesburg 
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(c)  The  Tape  Department,  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 

19  BRAILLE  TUITION 

The  teaching  of  braille  to  children  takes  place  at  the  schools  for  the  blind 
listed  on  the  last  pages  of  this  brochure. 

Tuition  in  braille  is  offered  to  adult  Whites  by  the  Enid  Whitaker  Reha- 
bilitation Centre  and  certain  blind  welfare  societies. 

Instruction  books  on  the  teaching  of  Braille  and  Moon  are  obtainable 
from  — 

The  S.  A.  Library  for  the  Blind,  Grahamstown 
and  in  Braille  only  from  — 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
Braille  Services,  Johannesburg 

20.  CONSULTANT  SERVICES 

Consultant  services  are  offered  by  the  following  schools: 

A.  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 

The  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester,  offers  a comprehensive  evaluation 
service  in  respect  of  children  with  visual  handicaps.  This  includes  parent 
counselling  and  the  provision  of  information  regarding  visual  aids.  The 
service  is  free  of  charge  and  is  not  restricted  to  parents  of  children 
applying  for  admission  to  the  school. 

B.  PRINSHOF  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  AND 
PREPARATORY  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  Prinshof  School  offers  psychological  information,  optometric  and 
opthalmological  services  to  parents  and  children  free  of  charge,  even  in  the 
cases  where  visually  impaired  children  do  not  qualify  for  admission  to  the 
school. 

21.  DEFINITION  OF  BLINDNESS 

Although  the  term  “blind”  is  used  in  this  brochure,  it  does  not  only  refer 
to  the  totally  blind,  but  also  to  those  who  are  partially  sighted.  The  South 
African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  includes  the  following  definition  of 
blindness  in  its  constitution: 

“The  term  of  blindness  means  totally,  partially  or  intermittently  deprived 
of  sight.”  The  regulations  made  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  No.  26  of  1968, 
as  amended  by  the  Blind  Persons  Amendment  Act^  No.  16  of  1971,  describe 
blindness  without  giving  a clear  definition  but  it  includes  the  following  descrip- 
tion: 

“If  his  acuity  of  vision  is  so  restricted  that  he  is  unable  to  perform  work 
for  which  eyesight  is  essential.” 

The  new  term  “visually  handicapped”  can  therefore  now  be  used  which 
will  include  all  persons  suffering  from  a visual  defect  as  described  in  the  regu- 


24 


lations  made  under  Act  No.  26  of  1968,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  16  of  1971, 
thereby  covering  the  varying  degrees  from  total  blindness  to  near  full  sighted  - 
ness.  Special  services  are  therefore  available  to  such  persons. 

A.  REGISTRATION 

The  regulations  made  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  No.  26  of  1968, 
as  amended,  make  provision  for  the  voluntary  registration  of  persons 
suffering  from  a visual  defect  and  provide : 

“(1)  The  medical  practitioner shall  — 

(a)  determine  the  acuity  of  vision  of  the  applicant  by  means 
of  the  test  known  as  Snellen’s  test  with  focus  properly 
corrected,  and  in  the  case  of  doubt,  by  further  tests  including 
testing  by  ophthalmoscope  and  of  reflex  actions; 

(b)  carry  out  all  tests  to  determine  the  applicant’s  visual  acuity  in 
light  of  not  less  than  ten  foot -candles; 

(c)  determine  the  best  direct  vision  obtainable  with  each  eye 
separately  as  well  as  with  both  eyes  together  according  to  the 
tests  referred  to  in  subregulation  (a); 

(2)  An  applicant  shall  be  deemed  to  be  blind  — 

(a)  if  his  acuity  of  vision  is  so  restricted  that  he  is  unable  to 
perform  work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential; 

(b)  if  his  acuity  of  vision  is  below  3/60  Snellen; 

(c)  if  his  acuity  of  vision  is  3/60  Snellen  but  below  6/60  Snellen 
and  his  field  of  vision  is  reduced  to  50%  of  the  normal  field  of 
vision,  and  the  central  portion  of  the  field  of  vision  is  unim- 
paired: Provided  that  the  applicant  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be 
blind  if  any  visual  defect  which  he  may  have  is  of  long  standing 
and  is  unaccompanied  by  any  material  contraction  of  the  field 
of  vision,  for  example,  in  cases  of  congenital  nystagmus,  albi- 
nism, myopia,  etc.; 

(d)  if  his  acuity  of  vision  is  6/60  Snellen  or  better  and  his  field 

of  vision  is  contracted  to  25%  of  the  normal  field  of  vision  and 
the  lower  part  of  his  field  of  vision  has  been  contracted  to 
50%  of  its  normal  dimensions:  Provided  that,  if  an  applicant 

is  suffering  from  homonymous  or  bitemporal  hemianopia  while 
retaining  usual  central  acuity  of  6/18  Snellen  or  better,  he  shall 
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be  deemed  not  to  be  blind.” 


However,  where  persons  cannot  be  legally  registered  in  terms  of  the 
above,  societies  affiliated  to  the  South  African  National  Council  for  the 
Blind,  are  prepared  to  render  services  to  such  persons. 

The  purpose  of  registration  is  primarily  to  enable  such  persons  to 
qualify  for  a pension.  It  also  assists  welfare  organisations  to  render 
services  to  the  individual  and  to  obtain  subsidy  from  the  State  for  specific 
services.  Registration  is,  however,  NOT  a prerequisite  for  services  to  be 
rendered. 

Registration  is  undertaken  by  State  Departments.  Social  relief  can  be 
obtained  through  these  departments. 

Registration  as  a “blind  person”  carries  NO  stigma.  It  also  does 
not  mean  that  a person  who  has  a residual  amount  of  sight,  will 
inevitably  become  blind.  It  is  merely  a procedure  to  facilitate  the 
rendering  of  services,  either  by  the  State  or  by  welfare  organisations. 

HOW  TO  REGISTER 

When  registration  is  desired,  a certificate  must  be  obtained  from  a 
medical  practitioner,  indicating  that  in  his  view,  the  person  should  be 
registered  as  blind  and  giving  such  medical  details  as  may  be  available. 
The  applicant  then  completes  a special  form  requesting  registration  which 
is  obtainable: 

(a)  IN  THE  CASE  OF  WHITES  — 

From  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Department  of  Social  Welfare  and 
Pensions,  or,  where  no  such  office  exists,  from  the  local  Magistrate. 

(b)  IN  THE  CASE  OF  INDIANS  — 

From  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  or, 
where  no  such  office  exists,  from  the  local  Magistrate. 

(c)  IN  THE  CASE  OF  COLOUREDS  — 

i.  In  the  Republic  of  South  Africa 

From  the  Office  of  the  Regional  Representative  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Coloured  Affairs,  or,  where  no  such  office 
exists,  from  the  local  Magistrate. 

ii.  In  South  West  Africa 

From  the  Office  of  the  Regional  Representative  of  the  De- 
partment of  Coloured,  Rehoboth  and  Nama  Affairs,  Windhoek. 

In  the  case  of  Rehoboth  Burghers  — 

From  the  Magistrate, Rehoboth, or  from  the  local  Magistrate. 


In  the  case  of  Namas  — 

From  the  Office  of  the  Commissioner  for  Nama  Affairs, 
Keetmanshoop,  or  from  the  local  Magistrate. 

(d)  IN  THE  CASE  OF  BLACKS  — 

i.  In  a Bantu  Homeland 

Application  must  be  made  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
or  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Welfare  of  the 
Homeland  Government  where  the  person  is  resident,  or, 
where  no  such  Department  exists,  application  must  be  made 
to  the  local  Bantu  Affairs  Commissioner. 

ii.  In  a White  Area  (including  Black  townships) 

Application  must  be  made  to  the  local  Bantu  Affairs  Com- 
missioner. 

The  officials  of  the  office  concerned  will  arrange  for  the  necessary 
medical  examination  and  payment  for  any  necessarily  incurred  expenses 
in  connection  with  travelling  and  subsistence  for  the  applicant  and, 
if  necessary,  his  attendant. 

In  the  case  of  Blacks  a certificate  from  the  District  Surgeon  will 
suffice. 

22  DONATIONS 

The  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  and  the  affiliated 
organisations  listed  in  this  brochure,  welcome  donations  from  the  public 
to  aid  them  in  maintaining  and  expanding  existing  services  and  developing 
new  services.  The  Public  Relations  Office  of  the  S.A.  National  Council 
for  the  Blind,  P.O.  Box  157,  Cape  Town  — 8000,  may  always  be  consulted 
in  respect  of  donations,  bequests,  etc. 

23.  INTERNATIONAL  AFFILIATIONS 

The  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  is  affiliated  to  the 
World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  to  the  International  Council 
for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  and  works  in  close  collaboration 
with  other  national  and  international  agencies  including  the  International 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

LIST  OF  ORGANISATIONS  SERVING  THE  BLIND  AND 
PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

1.  Association  for  the  Handicapped  in  P.O.  Box  1569 

S.W.A.  WINDHOEK  S.W.A.  - 9100 

W.O.  1 (S.W.A.)  Tel.  2-2405 
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2.  Athlone  School  for  the  Blind 
W.O.  330 


3.  Beacon  Club  for  the  Blind 


4.  Bosele  School  for  Bantu  Blind 
W.O.  2164 


5 . Braille  Services 

W.O.  331 


Athlone  Street 

BELLVILLE  SOUTH  C.P.-7530 
Tel.  97-2257 


c/o  The  Ladies  Hostel  for  the 
Blind 
Klip  Road 

GRASSY  PARK  - 7800 
Tel.  77-6392 


P.O.  MPUDULLE 

Via  MiddelburgTvl.  — 1057 

Tel.  3 

P.O.  Box  2360 
JOHANNESBURG  - 2000 
Tel.  725-5000 


6. 


Cape  Town  Civilian  Blind  Society 
W.O.  419 


45  Salt  River  Road 
SALT  RIVER  C.P.—  7925 
Tel.  55-4747 


7. 


Civilian  Blind  Society  of  the  O.F.S.  311C.N.A.  Building 
W.O.  205  Maitland  Street 

BLOEMFONTEIN  - 9301 
Tel.  7-6934 


8. 


Coloured  and  Indian  Blind  Welfare 

Association 

W.O.  637 


P.O.  Box  42181 
FORDSBURG  TVL.  - 2033 
Tel.  27-1565 


9.  Division  for  Coloured  Blind 
W.O.  87 


P.O.  Box  157 

CAPE  TOWN  - 8000 

Tel.  22-7371 


10.  Division  for  Indian  Blind 
W.O.  87 


241  Goodhope  Centre 
92/96  Queen  Street 
DURBAN  - 4001 
Tel.  31-7418 


1 1 . East  London  Society  for  Bantu  Blind 
W.O.  250 


P.O.  Box  118 

EAST  LONDON  - 5200 
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12.  East  London  Society  for  the  Civilian 
Blind 
W.O.  250 

75  Princess  Alice  Drive 
EAST  LONDON  - 5201 
Tel.  8-1408 

13.  Efata  School  for  Blind  and  Deaf 
Bantu  Children 
W.O.  ,2182 

P.O.Box  177 
UMTATA  - 5100 
Tel.  27 

14.  Efata  Welfare  Organisation 

P.O.  Box  42 
UMTATA  - 5100 
Tel.  272 

15.  Eluwa  School  for  the  Blind  and  the 
Deaf 

P.O.  Box  513 

OSHAKATI  S.W.A.  - 9290 
Tel.  2 

16.  Enid  Whitaker  Rehabilitation  Centre 
W.O.  87 

P.O.  Box  20 

LINMEYER  TVL.  - 2105 
Tel.  26-7162 

1 7 . Goldfields  (OFS)  Civilian  Blind  Society 
W.O.  2401 

P.O.  Box  560 
WELKOM  - 9460 
Tel.  2-4909 

18.  Grahamstown  Civilian  Blind  Society 
W.O.  128 

P.O.  Box  91 

GRAHAMSTOWN  6140 

Tel.  3283 

19.  Johannesburg  Nursery  School  for  the 
Blind 

2 Ferguson  Road 
ILLOVO  - 2196 
Tel.  47-3521 

20.  John  Ellerman  Memorial  Trust 

c/o  St.  Dunstan’s  (South  Africa) 
60  Howard  Centre 
PIINELANDS  C.P.  - 7405 
Tel.  53-2028/9 

21 . Kimberley  and  Northern  Cape 
Civilian  Blind  Society 
W.O.  1221 

P.O.  Box  784 
KIMBERLEY  - 8300 
Tel.  7794 

22.  King  William’s  Town  Society  for  the 
Civilian  Blind 
W.O.  248 

P.O.  Box  273 

KING  WILLIAM’S  TOWN  5600 
Tel.  3496 
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23. 


League  of  Friends  of  the  Blind  P . O . Box  3 

W.O.  285  ATHLONE  C.P.  - 7760 

Tel.  6-6347 


24.  Lighthouse  Club  for  the  Blind 
W.O.  1331 


1005  Medical  Centre 
Heerengracht 
CAPE  TOWN  - 8001 
Tel.  2-5969 


.25.  Lions  International  Sight  Conserva-  P.O.Box  482 

tion  and  Restoration  Foundation  of  PIETERMARITZBURG  — 3200 
South  Africa  and  South  West  Africa  Tel.  4-2741 


26.  Natal  Bantu  Blind  Society 
W.O.  1007 


P.O.  Box  2726 
DURBAN  - 4000 
Tel.  2-5239 


27.  Natal  European  and  Coloured  Civilian 
Blind  Association 
W.O.  1005 


1 94  Umbilo  Road 
DURBAN  - 4001 
Tel.  35-5163 


28. 


Natal  Indian  Blind  and  Deaf  Society  P.O.  Box  1109 
W.O.  1045  DURBAN  - 4000 

Tel.  6-4844 


29.  New  Horizon  School  for  the  Blind 
W.O.  1045 


P.O.  Box  8132 

PIETERMARITZBURG  - 3200 
Tel.  5-1436 


30.  Port  Elizabeth  Society  for  the  Blind 
(Civilian) 

W.O.  411 


Lower  Mount  Road 
PORT  ELIZABETH  - 6001 
Tel.  33-1255 


31.  Pretoria  Society  to  Help 
Blind 
W.O.  843 


Civilian  331  Boom  Street 

PRETORIA  - 0002 
Tel.  48-3224 


32.  Prinshof  School  for  the  Partially  P.O.  Box  2817 

Sighted  and  Preparatory  School  for  PRETORIA  — 0001 
the  Blind  Tel.  48-4172 

W.O.  1965 


33.  S.A.  Blind  Workers’ Organisation 
W.O.  331 


P.O.  Box  2360 
JOHANNESBURG  - 2000 
Tel.  725-5000 
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34.  S.A.  Guide -dogs  Association  for  the 
Blind 
W.O.  1751 

P.O.  Box  65120 
BENMORE  TVL.  - 2010 
Tel.  784-0238 

35.  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind 
W.O.  126 

P.O.  Box  115 

GRAHAMSTOWN-  6140 
Tel.  3724 

36.  School  for  the  Blind,  Worcester 
W.O.  178 

20  Adderley  Street 
WORCESTER- 6850 
Tel.  5701 

37.  Siloe  School  for  Bantu  Blind  Children 
W.O.  1663 

Private  Bag  7354 
PIETERSBURG  - 0700 
Tel.  2724 

38 . Society  to  Help  Civilian  Blind , 
Johannesburg 
W.O.  32 

P.O.  Box  20 

LINMEYER  TVL.  - 2105 
Tel.  26-7162 

39.  St.  Dunstan’s  (South  Africa) 
W.O.  447 

60  Howard  Centre 
PINELANDS  C.P.  - 7405 
Tel.  53-2028/9 

40.  Tape -Aids  for  the  Blind 
W.O.  2215 

14  Mitchell  Crescent 
DURBAN  - 4001 
Tel.  39-2010/2/3 

3rd  Floor  Happiness  House 
Cnr.  Wolmarans  & Loveday  Streets 
JOHANNESBURG  - 2001 
Tel.  725-6306 

41..  Transvaal  Bantu  Blind  Society 
W.O.  283 

P.O.  Box  76 

GA-RANKUWA  TVL.— 0208 
Tel.  31 

42.  Vuleka  School  for  Blind  and  Deaf 
Zulu  Children 
W.O.  2580 

P.O.  NKANDLA 
ZULULAND  --  3855 
Tel.  14 

43.  Workshop  and  Homes  for  the  Blind, 
Worcester 
W.O.  178 

P.O.  Box  231 
WORCESTER  - 6850 
Tel.  5745 
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STATE  DEPARTMENTS 

The  State,  through  the  Central  Government  Departments  and  through 
Homeland  Governments,  renders  aid  to  schools  and  societies  in  various  ways. 

The  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind,  on  behalf  of  itself  and 
its  Affiliated  Organisations,  takes  this  opportunity  of  expressing  its  appreciation 
of  the  material  help  and  sound  advice  and  guidance  which  we  receive  from  such 
Central  Government  and  Homeland  Government  Departments  with  whom  we 
work  in  close  collaboration. 


We  trust  that  this  brochure  will  serve  as  a useful  source  of  information 
and  guidance  to  the  reader. 

Any  information  or  clarification  required*  may  be  obtained  from  the  South 
African  National  Council  for  the  Blind,  P.O.  Box  26211,  Arcadia,  Pretoria 
— 0007,  or,  from  the  Public  Relations  Office  of  the  South  African  National 
Council  for  the  Blind,  P.O.  Box  157,  Cape  Town  — 8000,  or,  from  any  of  the 
Affiliated  Societies  listed  in  this  brochure. 
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